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ard Backen designed the Cliff

dc Winery as a large rectan

Hl‘

d-concrete buiMdieg divided

panalidl bays, exch wich its own

d ridge skylighe. Seall light

create 3 distinctive pre

a distance, resembles 3 row of b

ost of the building from

sroad near the Stlvenado

e Napa Valley. The
structure tucks into the north side of a hill

behind the publc winery tasting room,

win 3 odeled by

£F and Mary

> by Backes, is up

{ the winery. At the

et of this terrace are the large doons

o private tasti >om 3 the front

of the middle bay. A small kitchen is to

t. The symmtry commands atten-

main formentation hall. It turms ot th

this room is acteally part of a grand bal




.




cony, like 2 modern version of the royal
box in an opers house. Indeed, it fechs
cinematic: one’s gaze is pelled inexora-
bly through the glas and down along the
rows of gleamieg suialen-wed tnks oa
the floor bebow toward the burrel storage
cave in the dotnce. | experienced this
space daring crush, and 21 | gazed over the
busy weve, | fek | was waeching 3

theatrical production

1f the baiMing is evocative, & is 2k 3 fc-
tory: trucks and machinery emer the big
space oa the groand floce at ose end and
can drive out the other. This intersor road-
way is jast below the tasting room, perpee-
dicular to the loog axis. So Backen's love
of axiality has two purposes here: oac is
pardy practical; the other 11 both prace-
cal and poctic. The dymamic symmetry
bere reinforces the ritual that wine making
oxprewes  and  harpens 3 vistor's

sense of discovery

Fermestsvon Pln of CMY Lode Winery
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YOUNTVILLE
HILLHOUSE

I ¢ 100k four years of back and forth

for vinener CHEF Lede 1o

ton

purchase the hilktop site pear the Oakville

d where he and Mary Anne a1

0 buikd their dream bouse. The site in

quostion was well wo

Howard abso desigaed. it faces
wet acrom the valley. Indeed. the desigs
 all about trmmpbant arrrval ter 3 st

pensefil wait. or drive. op through the

trees and around the edge of the hill

Then wddenly you face the front facade.
which s an architectural welcome in warm.
buttery Texss limestone. Three tiens of
steps lead op through lomg nurrow plint-
ers w0 the fromt door. The plansers creace
2 plinth foe the howse and camoutlige the
garage. which is partly undcrground. On
the left 15 the two-story bedroomn wmng:
st raght the livieg room pawilice topped
with a urellined roof deck. The entry self
152 glared gallery that opens 1o the south-

facing pool terrace. So in cliwic modern

ranch boase fishion, the moment you en-

tee the froat dooe you are outside again







ey ens

-

—— .
- -

=

yeg 1!

b
X |
¢ |l

I

i




|l
|;

LY TS




WP T (T () R —

I

.o <
; f
¥ |
1 E
/ \ 4
S ﬁ\
N |
|
. ( , w A4
. \
= N\ q.*,, _
\ ! 4
., Sy
N v .\Y«nf

13
%
5




“The sitc has 360 degree
views and the goal was to
capture the drama of the site
from all of the major rooms.,”

Loren Kroeger

The kitchen-family room is the beart of the
bouse and opens to a wide terrace through
classic Howard Backen window walls that
disappear into side pockets. “We love to
cook and we love spores.” says Mary Anne

The ¢

3l outdoor sisting area near the
kitchen inchudes its own wide screen TV
behind a built-in cabinet 5o on balmy
evenings Mooday night foothall can be
enjoyed outdoors. An especially dramatic
space is the mavier bathroom upstain wich
more walls that disappear and 3 frecitand-
ing oval tub that it 3 piece of sculpture in

d to foel | was a3

s own right. "I wa

teacup.” says Mary Asne.

All the lines of the houte exten

he eye
iato the lindscape, from the cantilevered
sted trellises shading esch opening. to the
ghas nilings oo bakoaies and porches

to the way the large window walls frame

vistas of the valley and surn g oaks,

1o the pool ity

£, edging the hill in liquid

blue abstrac The wait was worth it

IsTinions By Aruic Powess







ALEXANDER’S
C RO W IN
RESIDENCE

The house on a broad knoll everlooking
the Alexander Valley, 3 few miles northeast
of Healdsburg, embodies & clawic Howard
Backen approach to 3 beautiful 18-acre
vincyard siec: seak up ca it from behind
30 that 3 breathtaking view anfolds as you
open the frone door. In this case, the one-
story ranch house parallels the valley vista,
lining up 10 3 senies of hip-roofed pavil-
soax: master wite at the morth, covered
lanai bewade the great room at the center,
and children’s bedrooms on the south. All
rooms face east toward the valley view zad
the Mayacamas Mosntaios in the distance.
A pool house and guest bowse are a short
distance away at the porth and south ends,
respectively, The eotry hall, beeween the
great room and the master suste, pulls your
gaze through the house to the lanai and
the hills beyond so thas almost before you

greet your bost, you meet the st wsclf.

The goal for clicats Tom Klein and Kace
Kelly was to build 2 house that could ac-
commodate  Large extended family of par
ents, children, and grandchildren, some-

times all at osce. Occasionally, it would

1) Resdence

3)  Guest Hosse
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WOODSIDE
RESIDENCE

d and Ans Storm aked Howard 1o
E %n their howse on 1 rellisg oak-
studded lo¢ in Woodside, on the San Fran-

oo Penimsela, after becomin

dissatis-

fied with 2 plan by a peevious ar

<t
Having lived in traditionally styled hous-

©, the Storms were ready for something

modern and admired the sbtractions of
Luis Barmgan and Riards Legoretts
and especially Richard Meier's museum
for the Ara Picis ia Rome - but as Ann
exphained, they wanted the house to be
“warm medern.” They knew of Howard

through Manad Lozano (Howard's broth-

~in-law) and Geo whose rus-

tic-clegant Backen-designed resunnanes

Evvia and Kokkan they hiked very much.

Howard thought the original s pln
worked because it tock into account the
San Andreas Faulk runnisg right through
the property and was far encagh from
the rosd for privacy. But the design
cut the boue off from the sutround

ing Lindwcape, which scemed  illogical

10 interact with the hindwape you had
to go outside. Howard set about bring-

ing the outide in while meveribelew

maintainisg 3 ®rong geometric cutline




ztire house form:

series

ectural ke gates and stair-

& plitfoerms, where space flows

n and out through walls that pevot

zrol 0 o slide sway. The south and cant

~ al- walls of the living room slide into pock:

€ 3 view room into 2 grand lasai

« W, ral effec Loren says: “To eliminate the need for
=T

© climinate the nced for guardrails, the upper ter-

rice is edged v . =
edged with a narrow pool of water. The reflected

light ad o -
8¢ adds a lively, dramatic effect and the floor appears

to float on the water.” —Loren

guardrails, the upper termace s edged
with 3 marrow pool of water. The re-
fected light adds a lively, dramacic ef-
fect and the floor sppears to float an the

water.”

Teak grids, recalling work by the Mex-
ican modernist Ricardo Legoresta, are
gray-greens of surroundin used both as trellises and vertical screen
teinforcing the sense of abstractios elemenes within walls and create con-
wantly changing light and shadow ef

foces. In the dining room, the window
wall rells behind 3 Legoretta-like wood

wreen edging the entry walkway and

the house pr P dippean
nga lap poc ¢ fireplace, and an
€ trees. The livieg room  The wall-assluice gate idea even 3p-
pears in the media center, which is hid

den behind pancls in 2 wall of the living

roca, defily exprening

sire to “make cverythang fisec
sot have it show.”
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